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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed on July 24, 2008. Claims 1-17 
were originally pending consideration. Per the received amendment, claims 2, 9-17 are 
cancelled and claim 18 is added. 

2. Claims 1, 3-9, and 18 are pending consideration. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on July 24, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive for the following reasons: 

Regarding claim 1 , the Applicant argues that the Cited Prior Art (CPA), Kravitz et 
al. (U.S. Patent 6,738,905) in view of Katznelson (U.S. Patent 5,010,571), does not 
teach "an encrypted content key control unit which accumulates the content keys" and 
"using the medium information or the medium information and a terminal device unique 
key information to encrypt the content key." Regarding the first limitation of "an 
encrypted content key control unit which accumulates the content keys," Kravitz 
discloses a content provider which generates a set of keys (accumulates) to send to a 
business provider (Kravtiz: column 5, lines 55-62). Regarding the second limitation of 
"using the medium information or the medium information and a terminal device unique 
key information to encrypt the content key," Katznelson was brought in as a secondary 
reference. Katznelson teaches using a unit key (terminal device unique key) to encrypt 
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a key (content key) required to access file content) (Katznelson: column 2, lines 37-50). 
Furthermore, the key has to be received in accordance with the customer terminal ID 
(medium ID) (Katznelson: column 2, lines 45-50). 

Therefore, it is respectfully asserted that the CPA does teach the limitations in 
claim 1, and the rejection is maintained. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1, 3-9, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kravitz et al. (U.S. Patent 6,738,905) in view of Katznelson (U.S. Patent 
5,010,571). 

Regarding claim 1, Kravitz discloses: 

A content delivery service providing apparatus which provides content delivery 
service via a communication line to a user-side terminal unit capable of recording 
content into an information storage medium into which at least a medium unique 
identifier and medium information on medium key information have been written, or into 
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a different information storage medium from the information storage medium with the 
information storage medium being set, the content delivery service providing apparatus 
comprising: 

a user management control unit which preregisters user information including 
personal information about a user applying for subscription to the delivery service, 
service range, and payment method, and manages the distribution of authentication 
information and the distribution of a delivery content list at the time of providing service 
on a user basis, the acceptance of a content select request, charging, and settlement 
(column 9, lines 40-50, wherein the provider keeps track of an individual user's 
subscription); 

an encrypted content control unit which acquires not only content but also a 
content key creation condition from a copyright owner or copyright manager of the 
content who provides the delivery service, and creates a content key on the basis of the 
content key creation condition and encrypted content on the basis of the content key 
(column 5, lines 55-62, wherein the content provider generates keys to decrypt content 
and encrypted content); 

an encrypted content key control unit which accumulates the content keys 
created at the encrypted content control unit (column 5, lines 55-62, wherein the content 
provider generates keys to decrypt content and encrypted content), encrypts the content 
key corresponding to the requested content, and issues the encrypted content key to 
the terminal unit of the requesting user (column 5, lines 55-62, wherein the content 
provider generates keys to decrypt content and encrypted content); and 
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a content delivery control unit which accumulates the encrypted contents created 
at the encrypted content control unit, selects the corresponding content at the user's 
content request, and delivers the encrypted content to the terminal unit of the requesting 
user (column 5, lines 55-62, wherein the content provider generates keys to decrypt 
content and encrypted content, and sends the encrypted content to the set top box). 

Kravitz does not explicitly disclose registering medium information or a terminal 
device unique key information presented with the user's content request. Katznelson 
discloses a distribution system where a customer (user) requests content from a content 
provider, and in the request supplies the customer terminal ID (medium ID) and the 
content provider verifies if the user is authorized to receive the data, and if so, sends a 
content key encrypted with a unit key that is unique to the customer (Katznelson: 
column 2, lines 7-40). Kravitz and Katznelson are analogous arts because both 
disclose systems for distributing content to users. It would have been obvious to sent 
the terminal ID along with the content request, as is done in Katznelson, in the system 
of Kravitz, so that the retrieval of data from the content provider has to be authorized 
and the amount of information can be more efficiently limited (Katznelson: column 2, 
lines 7-20). 

Claim 3 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Kravitz 
discloses: 
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The content delivery service providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

authorization information delivering means for delivering authorization 
information to startup a content acquiring application to the user-side terminal unit at the 
time of delivering the content (column 6, lines 39-43, presence of the CD in the content 
descriptor table is positive authorization). 

Claim 4 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kravitz discloses: 

An encrypted content control unit wherein the encrypted content control unit is 
used in the content delivery service providing apparatus according to claim 1 , and 
comprises: 

encrypted content creating means for encoding the content in specified digital 
encoding form or converting the content into specified digital encoding form, creating a 
content key on the basis of the content key creating condition, and encrypting the 
content using the content key (column 5, lines 55-60, wherein the content provider 
encrypts the content and generates content keys) 

encrypted content issuing means for issuing the encrypted content encrypted at 
the encrypted content creating means to the content delivery control unit (column 5, 
lines 55-60, wherein the encrypted content is sent is sent to the user) and 

content key issuing means for issuing the encrypted content key encrypted at the 
encrypted content creating means to the content key control unit (column 5, line 65 - 
column 6, line 9, wherein the content keys are provided to the set top box). 
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Claim 5 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kravitz 
discloses: 

An encrypted content key control unit wherein the encrypted content key control 
unit is used in the content delivery service providing apparatus according to claim 1 , and 
comprises: 

a content key accumulating section which accumulates the content keys created 
at the encrypted content control unit (column 5, lines 55-62, wherein the content 
provider generates keys to decrypt content and encrypted content), 

an encrypting section which, at the user's content request, reads the content key 
corresponding to the requested content from the content key accumulating section and, 
encrypts the content key (column 5, lines 55-60, wherein the content provider encrypts 
the content and generates content keys), and 

an encrypted content key issuing section which issues the encrypted content key 
created at the encrypting section to the requester (column 5, line 65 - column 6, line 9, 
wherein the content keys are provided to the set top box). 

Kravitz does not explicitly disclose a medium information storage section which 
stores the medium information. Katznelson discloses a distribution system where a 
customer (user) requests content from a content provider, and in the request supplies 
the customer terminal ID (medium ID) and the content provider verifies if the user is 
authorized to receive the data, and if so, sends a content key encrypted with a unit key 
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that is unique to the customer (Katznelson: column 2, lines 7-40). This medium 
information is stored before it is sent (Katznelson: column 2, lines 7-40). Kravitz and 
Katznelson are analogous arts because both disclose systems for distributing content to 
users. It would have been obvious to sent the terminal ID along with the content 
request, as is done in Katznelson, in the system of Kravitz, so that the retrieval of data 
from the content provider has to be authorized and the amount of information can be 
more efficiently limited (Katznelson: column 1, lines 7-20). 

Claim 6 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 5. Furthermore, Katznelson 
discloses: 

The encrypted content key control unit according to claim 5, wherein the 
encrypting section acquires at least one of terminal device unique key information, 
content identification information, information to identify a content delivery control unit, 
information to identify a medium linking content acquiring unit, information to identify a 
region, information to identify a user, and content key individual information which are 
presented together with the medium information by the user and, on the basis of these 
pieces of information, encrypts the content key (column 5, lines 55-60, wherein the 
content provider encrypts the content and generates content keys). 

Claim 7 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Kravitz 
discloses: 



Application/Control Number: 10/807,313 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2431 

A content delivery control unit wherein the content delivery control unit is used in 
the content delivery service providing apparatus according to claim 1 , and comprises: 

an encrypted content accumulating section which accumulates the encrypted 
contents created at the encrypted content control unit (column 5, lines 55-62, wherein 
the content provider generates keys to decrypt content and encrypted content), 

an encrypting section which, at the user's content request, reads the 
corresponding encrypted content from the encrypted content accumulating section and, 
on the basis of the encrypted content key created at the encrypted content key control 
unit, encrypts the encrypted content (column 5, lines 55-57, encrypts the content), and 

a delivering section which delivers the encrypted content created at the 
encrypting section to the requester (column 5, lines 55-62, wherein the content provider 
generates keys to decrypt content and encrypted content, and sends the encrypted 
content to the set top box). 

Claim 8 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kravitz 
discloses: 

The content delivery service providing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising: 

date-and-time synchronizing means for synchronizing date-and-time information 
with that in the user-side terminal unit (column 8, lines 55-60, wherein time is kept track 
of for authorization). 
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Claim 9 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1. Furthermore, Kravitz 
discloses: 

The content delivery service providing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the encrypted content key control unit and the content delivery control unit selectively 
include an arbitrary content viewing condition and option information in the encrypted 
content key creation and the encrypted content delivery, respectively (column 9, lines 
46-51 , wherein the user can be limited to their subscription package). 

Claim 18 is rejected as applied above in rejecting claim 1 . Furthermore, Kravitz 
discloses: 

The content delivery service providing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the user management control unit manages charging and settlement (column 9, lines 
43-45: wherein the user pays for the content). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KAVEH ABRISHAMKAR whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3786. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Kaveh Abrishamkar/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2431 



IK. A./ 
11/08/2008 
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